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heroes whilst they tolerate every abomination, accept every
plunder, and submit to every oppression. Christianity, in
making a merit of such submission, has marked only that
depth in the abyss at which the very sense of shame is lost.
The Christian has been like Dickens' doctor in the debtor's
prison, who tells the newcomer of its ineffable peace and
security : no duns; no tyrannical collectors of rates, taxes,
and rent; no importunate hopes nor exacting duties ;
nothing but the rest and safety of having no further to fall.
Yet in the poorest corner of this soul-destroying Christen-
dom vitality suddenly begins to germinate again. Joyous-
ness, a sacred gift long dethroned by the hellish laughter
of derision and obscenity, rises like a flood miraculously
out of the fetid dust and mud of the slums; rousing marches
and impetuous dithyrambs rise to the heavens from people
among whom the depressing noise called " sacred music "
is a standing joke ; a flag with Blood and Fire on it is
unfurled, not in murderous rancor, but because fire is
beautiful and blood a vital and splendid red ; Fear, which
we flatter by calling Self, vanishes ; and transfigured men
and women carry their gospel through a transfigured world,
calling their leader General, themselves captains and
brigadiers, and their whole body an Army: praying, but
praying only for refreshment, for strength to fight, and for
needful MONEY (a notable sign, that); preaching, but not
preaching submission ; daring ill-usage and abuse, but not
putting up with more of it than is inevitable ; and practis-
ing what the world will let them practise, including soap
and water, color and music. There is danger in such
activity; and where there is danger there is hope. Our
present security is nothing, and can be nothing, but evil
made irresistible.

Weaknesses of the Salvation Army.

For the^ present, however, it is not my business to flatter
the Salvation Army.    Rather must I point out to it that it